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What’s included in
Curriculum Connections:

Letter to Teachers...page 2

: Theater Etiquette...page 3

. From Page to Stage (How to explain adaptations)...page 4
Story/Synopsis...page 5

Pre and Post Show Worksheets/Links and Activities...pages 6-10
Student to Family Cooperative Activity Ideas...page 11

: Florida Standards Alignments...page 12

Student Theater Review...page 13

Know Before you Go:

* Arrive at the theater 15 to 20 minutes before show time. Allow extra time
for Broward County traffic. We are unable to start a show late.

» Please stay on the bus until greeted by a SEAS usher. At that time, please
give the usher your BUS document and the usher will escort you to the
theater.

e Remember to watch our Know Before You Go Video:

https://tinyurl.com/SecondaryWelcomeSEAS

Sensory Experience Ratings:

Below are some ratings to help students prepare for the experience.
A rating of 1 represents a small amount and a rating of 5 represents a large amount.

o Potentially Anxious Moments: 4

e Scariness: 0 (@) BROWARFR
. CENTER®E
e Theatrical Effects: 0 @ ) cErrorMING ARTs
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https://tinyurl.com/SecondaryWelcomeSEAS

Dear Teacher,

WE APPRECIATE

+Ve U+

We appreciate youl!

This guide can help in your classroom, whether before or after coming to see a
play or musical it can be used to highlight important concepts. The curriculum
connections introduced by the Broward Center for the Performing Arts are
always aligned to the Florida Standards with the idea that they introduce
another tool to effectively implement engaging methods to bring the page to
the stage.

Curriculum Connections improve comprehension, help students organize
information, and assist students’' metacognition by enabling students to check
for understanding. It is designed to be used before or after coming to the
theater unless otherwise stated and may contain activities for certain grade
levels (this will be clearly labeled).

Curriculum Connections will always contain a reminder of theater etiquette as
well as a social emotional learning activity, and a Student-Family Cooperative
Activity. The activities may be re-printed for individual use, used on smart
boards as class activities, or in groups. |t is suggested to discuss the play or
musical as a class before your field trip.

Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram eBroward Center Education
and use the QR code (below) for our Teacher's Lounge to receive insight about
discounted tickets and information for you and your students!
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Theater etiquette

There is so much that goes into creating a show for the stage. Behind the scenes, there
are people who control the lights and the sound, the sets and the props. There are
directors, writers, producers, musicians, and choreographers. So many people work

together to create the performance you and everyone in the audience watches.

It is helpful to remind students of appropriate audience etiquette by explaining and
discussing WHY these rules of behavior are important:
* Restroom visits are best made prior to the performance.

o Listen carefully to the ushers and your teachers. This gets everyone to your seats
quickly and ensures a pleasant experience.

e Turn watches and cell phones to silent.
» Walk single file, hold hand rails as you use the steps for your safety.

o Listen carefully to each performer. They are working hard to entertain and inform
with lots of clues about the story.

 Refrain from TALKING. This allows everyone to enjoy the show without distraction.
Sometimes we think that if we whisper it is okay. But, if everyone in the audience
whispers, it becomes disruptive.

* Laugh if something is funny, but not too loudly, you don't want to miss any dialogue.

e Photography and recording are not permitted.

» Pay attention to the lighting, scenery, costumes and music. All of these elements
help provide more details to tell the story in an interesting way.

* Applaud (clap) and laugh at the right moments. This shows the performers that you
respect and appreciate their work. g



From Page to Stage

Books make wonderful theater! When adapting a book
however, changes must be made to the plot, setting and/or
characters to accommodate the length of the play or to help
bring the show to life on stage!

Here are some famows w{aﬂ;fw you masy ’U\our:
Legally Ploncl/ L ex Wiserables/ The: Worclrfl Wigard of Qg/ sy Poppine/Hour Ther Crinch
Sole Chridmas/ The Color Purple/R Chidmas Carol/ The: Secrel” Carden/Charlie and The
Chocolale Faclory/ Cindlerella/ Alice in Wondlerlandl/ Bealy and| The Peail /Romeoand| Juliel

Vocabulary to share with students:

Adaptation: Something that has changed so that it can be presented
in another form.

Playwright: A person who writes plays.

Lyricist: A person who writes the words of a song.

Composer: A person who writes music.

Author: A person who writes something such as a book or an article.
Characters: the individuals portrayed by actors in a play or musical.
Director: A key creative figure in theater responsible for overseeing
the artistic aspects of a production.

Pre-Show creative questions:

Ask your students, "If you could adapt any book for the stage, which book
would you choose and why?" Invite them to draw a picture of the story
they would adapt on stage. Define "costumes”, "set" and “props” and ask
students to draw what the set would look like on stage as well as the
characters' costumes. (Use the next page to spark creativity)
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Choose a book or story to adapt to a play or musical.
Draw a picture of the set and props and/or actors in costume here.
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e Weigdte oo Wends

The Weight of Words is an original musical written and
composed by the students and staff of the 2011 Nova High
Lovewall Project designed to stop bullying.

The Weight of Words puts a magnifying glass on the topic of
bullying and its effects within a home, a school a
community, the United Sates, and in the world. We hear
about the issues from every angle - the ones being bullied,
the bullies themselves, bystanders, parents, teachers, principals,
community leaders and lawwmakers.

The question remains - “What will you do with the weight of
YOur words?”

Consider the strategies the performers find to deal with
bullying. You may find some that feel right for you and be
inspired to address the weight of words.




HERE ARE A FEW LINKS TO WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN THE
ANTI-BULLYING I"MIOVEIMENT.

WWW.STOPBULLYING.GOV/

WWW.NOPLACEFORHATE.ORG/ABOUT

HTTPS://NOBULLY.ORG/

HTTPS:,//WWW.SANDYHOOKPROMISE.ORG/OUR-
PROGRAMS/START-WITH-HELLG/

Assignment: Work with a partner on an internet dive to find 9 more.
( Hint; Look for organizations that end in ORG or GOV.)

List them below and briefly describe. -

(# BULLY)



https://www.stopbullying.gov/
https://www.noplaceforhate.org/about
https://nobully.org/
https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/our-programs/start-with-hello/
https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/our-programs/start-with-hello/

Design an ANTI BULLYING T-shirt with a message that people will remember!
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CLASSIATE INTERVIEW

LEARN SOIMETHING NEW ABOUT SOIMEONE IN CLASS: SEL

Today | interviewed:
Sign:

Favorite song:

Favorite book:

Favorite food and drink:

Favorite thing to watch on TV or internet (G or PG
please):

Career Goals:
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[dentify a significant moment in the performance that was meaningful
to you and explain how the WEIGHT of WORDS affected you.
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A BULLY IS SOI"IEONE WHO..

A VICTIIMIS..

A BYSTANDER IS SOMEHOW WHO..




M/H Student to Family Cooperative Activity Ideas:

* Cook a themed meal: If the play had cultural or culinary references, consider cooking a themed meal
together as a family. Research recipes from that culture or recreate dishes mentioned in the play. This
culinary exploration can add a delicious dimension to your theater experience and allow you to immerse
yourselves further in the production.

* Watch a related film or documentary: If there are any film adaptations or documentaries related to
the play or its subject matter, plan a family movie night to watch them together. This can provide
additional context, offer a different perspective, or deepen your understanding of the themes
explored in the theater production.

* Share impressions and discuss the play: Sit down with your kids and have a conversation about the play
you all watched. Share your impressions, thoughts, and emotions. Discuss the elements that stood out to
each of you, such as the performances, the set design, or the storytelling. This exchange of perspectives
can deepen your understanding and appreciation of the production.

* Remember, the goal is to create a memorable and immersive experience. Adapt these ideas
based on your family's preferences and the resources available to you. The key is to have fun
and enjoy the theater experience in your digs!

Additional Activity Ideas:

o Attend workshops or classes: Look for theater workshops or classes that interest you and your child.
Participating in these educational opportunities can help your kids develop their skills, gain confidence,
and connect with others who share their interest in the performing arts.

* Encourage your kids to create their own journals or scrapbooks to document their childhood memories.
Take the opportunity to share your childhood stories as you help them with their own projects. You can
even contribute by adding some of your own stories or mementos to their journals.

e What was your favorite song, band or genre growing up? Play a few songs for your child/children and
let them play a few of their favorites for youl!

* Volunteer or participate in theater activities: If your kids have developed a keen interest in theater,
encourage them to get involved in local theater groups or school productions. Volunteer backstage,
audition for roles, or assist with set design and costumes. This hands-on experience allows us to gain
practical knowledge and further nurture a passion for the performing arts, and the whole family can
volunteer with the show!
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Standards Alignment: The Weight of Words

Standards Alignment: The acthaties in this guide are aligned with the standards listed
below. When teachers incorporate the arts, they increase student engogement, offer
multiple points for students to access the cumiculum, and provide alternate means for
students to demonstrate what they know.

Flonida's Benchmarks for Excellent $tudent Thinking (B.E.S.1.]

Kindergarten through Grade 12/ English Language Aris

ELAKI2.EE.1.1 | Cite evidence to explain and jushify reasoning.

ELALKI2.EE.2.]1 | Read and cemprehend grade-level complex texts prohciently.

ELA K12 EE3.1 | Make inferences to support comprehension.

ELAKIZ.EE.4.1 | Use appropriate colloborathee technigues and active listening skills when
engaging in discussions in a varety of situahons.

ELALKI2.EE.5.1 | Use the accepted rules governing a specific format to create guality work.

ELAK12.EE.&.1 | Use appropnate voice and tone when spealking or writing.
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My Theater Review

| saw:

Reviewed by:

This play/musical was about... Here’s a drawing of
my favorite character:

It made me feel:

| learned:

| gave this play/musical .... stars.

PGty

We'd love to hear from you! If you'd like to submit this review,
please send to jenriquezebrowardcenter.org
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